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natolia, where
has been a pla-
ce for the tran-
sition, develop-
ment and settle-
ment of many ci-
vilizations as a re-
sult of its geograp-
hical location, has
a historic cultural
structure.
In Middle Anato-
lia, Cappadocia is
the most interes-
ting place where
you can find vari-
ous samples of
natural and arche-
ological formati-

ons and the traces

Handicrafts in Cappadocia Region

Hakan CiLOGLU

Instructor Dr.
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of old cultures. Cappadocia is located in
the region which extends from Nevsehir to
Konya. Beside being defined as “wonder of
nature” with its unprecedented volcanic
tufa formations ;earth pillars; it is also an
open-air museum consisting of the rema-
ins of old civilizations. Therefore, the regi-
on is one of the favorite touristic centers in
Turkey.

Churches, remained from Byzantine, have
become a part of the nature and caused an
increasing interest.

In addition to its profitable natural and arc-
heological structure, handicrafts which ha-
ve developed as being affected by the cus-
toms of the region are also parallel with
the mystery and perfection of nature. Han-
dicrafts are the souvenirs which remind the
tourists who admire the region of the cus-
toms, thoughts, emotions and skills of the
people living there.

Handicrafts, which have existed in
Anatolia since ancient times, have
developed a lot with the effect of
Turkish culture after the year
1071, when Turks first settled in
Anatolia. As a result of this, han-
dicrafts have widely been affected
by Turkish style and they soon be-
came popular all over Anatolia.

One of the most important cha-



racteristics of Turks is introducing their
own arts to the people living in the region
they went as well as creating new expres-
sions with the effect of other cultures.
Handicraft products, which have been pro-
duced with the inspiration that our culture
created, are admired for their functional
and esthetical designs and they take place
in museums and private collections as our
cultural heritage.

Our handicraft products, which reflect

Turkish art as well as the skills and creati-

veness of Turks, have passed from one
generation to the other and always ma-
naged to be important.

Today despite the decrease in the pro-
ducdon of handicraft products which
was caused by the changing life conditi-
ons and immigrations, using handicrafts
in order to produce souvenirs and gifts is
still partly popular.

Carpet weaving, earthen-ware pots and
trinkets which have become the symbol
of Avanos, the trinkets made of pumice
stones and onix stones found in the regi-
on and dolls made of cloth are the main
profitable handicraft products of Cappa-
docia.

Carpet weaving has started in Cappado-
cia with Turks. Even though its name has
not been yet included in the list of famo-
us centers of carpet weaving, the carpets
woven here are the best samples of ge-
ometrical style with their different co-
lors, sizes, compositions and designs.
The geometrical style used in these car-
pets is parallel with today’s modern est-
hetical style. Therefore those which re-
mained till present day take place in mu-
seums and private collections. When the
surface of these carpets are examined, it
is seen that the midd|e part has been bor-
dered as a result of tlﬂne “infinity princip-
le”. This applicatier(is the result of a Sel-




juck custom which
has lasted till near
past. The characte-
ristic property of
the carpets woven
in Cappadocia regi-
on is the existence
of a cut bordering
piece beside the
main one that sur-
rounds the middle
part of the carpet at

the edges. Welts

placed between the
knots also don’t ha-
ve a standard num-
ber, their number is
between 4 and 8. Unfortunately, the car-
pets woven in Cappadocian style are not
able to be woven now because people of
the region no longer weave carpets with
traditional designs. Carpets are woven for
tourists on workbenches in the region clo-
se to Avanos. But the weaving techniques
and the design properdes of those carpets
are different from the region’s own style.
Companies, themselves, create designs
and apply them to carpets. Carpets and
“kilim”s which have been woven all over
Anatolia are being sold in touristic stores
of the region.

Another handicraft that gre-
atly effects the touristic inco-
me of the region is the potter
production in Avanos. There
are workbenches and shops
p all over Avanos on which
potters, jugs, large earthen-
ware jars, trinkets are produ-
ced and sold.

Kizilirmak is flowing through the city and
this makes the crockery production inevi
table, because the earth on the sides of the
river is very suitable as a raw material of
crockery. But today it is mentioned by the
people living there that there is a decrease
in the number of craftsmen and therefore
there is regress in this branch. In Cappado-
cia, some accessories and trinkets about
earth pillars are made of pume stone and
onix stone in order to remind the tourists
of the region. Some earth pillar trinkets are
carved to lighten them.

One of the most interesting handicrafts in
Cappadocia is making dolls out of cloth.
Production of handmade dolls in various
styles has become a custom. As a result of
our traditions about birth and the relat-
onship between woman-fecundity and
woman-earth-fertility, woman is thought
to be the one who takes care of children
and brings them up. And she is regarded as
the most important person in the family.
That's why the theme of the dolls has al-
ways been “woman”. In ancient times wo-
man was identified with Goddesses of fer-
tility and motherhood and statues of these
Goddesses were made. These statues
which were made between 7000-3000 BC

have been found during the archeological
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researches made in Konya-
Catalhoyik and Halicilar.
This proves the admiration
for the woman throughout
the history. People living in
Anatolia still believe in the
relationship between wo-
man and earth and the gro-
und is therefore sown by
women as she is the symbol
of fertility.

Dolls in various styles which
are designed in Cappadocia seem very
charming with their clothes which are de-
corated with small bright ornaments at
first sight they seem very similar but they
differ from each other in many ways. Dolls
with tulle accessories, pompom skirts and
dolls wearing baggy trousers, carrying ba-
bies in swaddling clothes are some of the
various types of dolls. Moreover there are
styles like “sitting baby”, “baby boy” and
big “bride doll”. It is possible to see these
dolls being sold along the road sides.
Today an erosion is seen in all our traditi-
onal handicrafts. Changing life conditions,
changing expectations and immigratdons
can be counted as the most important fac-
tors of this erosion.

The same situation is current in Cappado-

cia, too. New project
researches can be ma-
de in order to increase
the market share of
handicrafts in the re-
gion which has a gre-
at tourism potental.
Thus, production can
be motivated and
transferred to future
generations...
Handicraft products,
which have been pro-
duced with the inspi-
ration that our culture
created, are admired
for their functional
and esthetical designs
and they take place in museums and pri-
vate collections as our cultural heritage.
Today despite the decrease in the produc-
don of handicraft products which was ca-
used by the changing life conditions and
immigrations, using handicrafts in order to
produce souvenirs and gifts is still party

popular. 1

Aeove dextile ﬂ



